300. There is Kalpana Nursing Home. It is a big hospital.
Medicines are also being given in the hospital as per the
prescriptions of the doctors. One patient approaches a Cardiologist
in that Nursing home, complaining that he is often getting chest
pain. The doctor examines him and after conducting tests,
prescribes some medicines and asks him to take them from the
compounder. The patient goes to the compounder. At that time,
the compounder is chitchatting with the nurses and without
properly reading the prescription, gives some poisonous medicines
by mistake, as the medicines prescribed by the doctor and the
poisonous medicines are kept side by side. The patient
immediately uses the medicines given by the compounder. After
some time, the patient suffers from severe heart attack and dies.
Thereafter, the doctor sees the remaining medicine in the bottle
and finds it to be poisonous medicines which are not prescribed
by him. Whether the compounder is liable for any offence?

* Under Section 304-A, I.P.C., whoever causes the death of any
person by doing any rash or negligent act not amounting to
culpable homicide shall be punished with imprisonment of
either description for a term which may extend to two years
or with fine or with both.

As the campounder has given wrong medicines without
properly reading the label on the bottle, he is guilty of rash
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